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SESSION 5 - Education for whom ?
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Activity 1 Different places,

. . . different services
Divide the class into four groups and give each group a copy of

the cue card. The groups have to discuss the points mentioned @
and make a presentation to the class. Allow about 15 minutes for @ @
group work and then call each group to make its presentation.

We have seen earlier that since our Independence we have
managed to come a long way in the fields of food securi y\
industrial production, infrastructure and other eco

and social areas. But have all sections of our society n
able to tread this path to progress? Looking a state of
availability of basic facilities in different part % country
we cannot answer this in affirmative. D
progressed in vital areas all the peopl r country have
not equally benefitted. Educaﬁon% the important
vehicles towards a better f facilities of

education are not equa a ailable to all we cannot
hope for an equaLand j ociety.

Through the last eX{ss ns, we have been trying to
cation in our country and have

Conclude the discussion with help of following points. ‘\6

our new& was born and when it was in its early
S dependence. In this session we will look
a velopments nearly three decades after our
pendence. It is during these years that our country
rned a new leaf. Let us see the state of education in India
around 1985. Where did the policies and efforts made
before the 80s lead us in the field of education? What
were the new changes made? Why? How did these changes
come to affect education? What is the state of education
today? Let us see what kind of impact these new changes
had on conditions of an ordinary family.
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The Turning Activity 2

Tide The Turning Tide: Part 1
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Stop the story here and initiate a discussion with help of the
following questions.

Questions for discussion

m What are the changes in education system from Bhima’s
fathers to son’s times? Deoram, Bhima’s father was illiter,
why? According to you what conditions of educatlon s€)
when he was young (during 1960s)?

m What was the then prevalent attitude of peo X\gllage
towards education? Was there a differ @ tude

to girls and boys? Was there a differ e amongst
different communities? Why do you triak so?

® When Dashrath started school; luka school was up to
class 10, Pathargaon school 0 7th & Nimbgaon up to

4th - why this differenc at'xind of education and other
facilities did cities li mifay and Pune have during the same
time?

m From the way @ ratn studied in the village school what
kind of s JPyou describe? (How will you describe the

condition st the first two schools Dashrath went to?)

Wt had completed his schooling what would his
t e’

@ ma’s husband was good in drawing, but not in studies. He
Q dropped-out of school and continued his family’s (barber’s)
profession. - What does this indicate to you about the

education system?
@ m After Bhima lost her husband she pinned her hopes on

Santosh’s future, what was her revolve? Why?

m Dashrath was teased because of his language. There are a lot
of tribal children who speak their own dialects and not even
the kind of village Marathi that Dashrath spoke. How are they
treated in the schools? What impact it may be having on their
confidence and learning.
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After this discussion continue with the second half of the story.
Tell the class to remember the questions discussed thus far while
listening to the later part. These will be relevant when we come
back to discussion at the end of the story.

The Turning Tide: Part 2 C)\'
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Questions for discussion

m What were the main fedtures ot education systems about 40
years ago, 20 years ag0o and what are the main features today?

m What are the pasitive 7iid negative factors in these three
differentsnericis?

® Imagining \B%1ma’s family as a prototype of an Indian rural
farnily (abvut 60 — 70%) what can we comment on people’s
li=ngsonditions and education?

= wWhataccording to you today are the main features of our
»ducation system?

m Does education really make a different to the quality of
our life? Discuss with reference to Bhima’s father, Bhima,
Dhashrath, Dashrath’s children, Kunda’s daughters, Santosh
and the young boy in the train.

m Santosh went to an Anganwadi and Balwadi; Bhima’s
brother Dashrath did not. Why? Do you think children need
pre-primary education? Do all children need pre-primary
education? What happens if children are denied pre-primary
education?

m Do you think children need complete school education at
least up to higher secondary? Why? Can all afford to get it by
private channel?
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m Do you know that a very large majority of children who go to
government schools do not have the basic skills of reading-
writing? Why does this happen?

m The RTE 09 Act has come into force since April 2010. Given
below are some crucial features of this act. Reflect on them
in context of Bhima’s story and comment. “Does the Act truly \
fulfill the Constitutional guarantee of free, quality education C)

&
<O

to all? Does it ensure equality of opportunity?

Sum up

Bhima and her family represent a large number of
people in our country. Traditionally most of thera did n
have the advantage of education. The traditi ian
‘working class’ — known as ‘Balutedars’ in@vashrta
for example (artisans, crafts people, sk'lle ourers)
as well as small farmers can said ed like this

i ome exceptions

since centuries. There wereice
to these conditions. TheWRriti Q cation system did
»ut the situation did not

make a few outward ch
drastically changé eve 1en Independence dawned.

Due to the | nuamic and social status majority of
the boys ei O%ined illiterate or may have gone
to scho years even after Independence.
The gi ticular remained uneducated primarily
e o1 social customs and beliefs. Long tradition of
education also resulted in continued low economic
acus. This ‘tradition of un-education’ can be said to be
elf-perpetuating i.e. if the ‘father’ remained illiterate
due to poverty and or lack of social tradition of learning;

then the children too remained outside school. (Bima’s
father’s - Deoram’s generation.)

After Independence education gained an important
status of a unique ‘Directive Principal’. Elementary
education in particular was to be made into a legally
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©

Q©

ensured fundamental right within a timeline of 10 years.
However; this did not happen. After Independence

though the political and administrative class could not

totally ignore the Constitutional commitment and thus

efforts were made to spread elementary education. \'
(Bhima, Dashrath and Kunda’s generation of learners

said to be representatives of this period.) Even th

the spread remained limited and the mfrastruc

children who completed elementary sc ~ '
continue secondary, higher second tl es
higher education if they had the he means

to do so. Elementary education Con tutlonal goal) was
largely taken care of by the g@ment but secondary
onward it was with private and only if one had the
economic capacity. | in21y large number of people
began to see ed an important asset to change
the social statu%reak the cycle of poverty. But
with new IGgy — (new skills replacing old ones),
urbanizadan, wiore people began seeing the need for
formal‘ducation. The competition after the secondary
ax«g r secondary levels began becoming severe.
re approximately four decades before a person

ould get a desk job after completing elementary level
became unattainable even after higher secondary or
college education.) However the government still tried to
evaluate its progress and displayed intentions to improve
the system — spread of pre-primary education and
trying to improve infrastructure in schools (Operation
Blackboard) was set in motion during this period.

Around 1990s India began changing its economic
policies. Thrust on economic growth by privatization and
reduction of State’s responsibility in all areas became
the mantra of change. But while the ‘private economy
prospered and GDP soared a massive number of people
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(more than 50%) remained outside the gamut of formal

education. In order to cater to the growing demand

for education the government changed its norms and

standards. Limited money was being used to cater to

more people and teachers with low qualification, giving \
part time instruction in non-formal schools as well as C)
regular teachers doing non-teaching jobs became a . @

norm (Santosh’s generation). It is during this period

that literacy ratio and enrolment in schools grew with ‘ \

reduction in quality of learning; children went to sch
but did not even acquire basic skills.

It is in this background that the RTE 09 Act has e
about. It retains the odd features of the syst r%
€,

far which are a strange mix of positive an

beneficial and harmful to the society. legal
instrument, an Act makes things rsonal,
and without having connecti aily lives or

of Bhima and her
ort to personalize the

circumstances. Butin p
family’s story we may m
RTE Act. *

\/
Home Activa:

Distri teﬁs of worksheet 3. Ask the participants to
comp orksheet at home and bring in the filled sheets

@ e next session.

Source

TG T [T T SYBR [T (30, SEF : TS TS, FHH : R A, 3007,

Political Economy of Education in the Age of Globalisation — de-mystifying the knowledge agenda by Anil
Sadgopal. Bharat Gyan Vigyan Sansthan, 2003.

‘Inadequate funding for elementary education’ by JBG Tilak. Combat Law, Volume 8, Issue 3 and 4, May-
August 2009.

‘A still-born Legislation!” by Niranjan Aradhyaya VP, Combat Law, Volume 8, Issue 3 and 4, May-August 2009.

Worksheet

361





